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‘Message bills’
IMMIGRATION
ENFORCEMENT

HB70, sponsored by Rep. Stephen 
Sandstrom, R-Orem, would task  
state law enforcement officers with 
enforcing federal immigration laws. 

HB191 would decline in-state college 
tuition to children of undocumented 
immigrants.

GREGORY BULL / AP

Members of the Utah State Legislature stand and applaud Utah Governor Gary Herbert as he gives the State of the 
State address Jan. 26 at the Utah State Capitol in Salt Lake City. STEVE C. WILSON / AP
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BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT: 
HCR3, sponsored by Rep. Carl  
Wimmer, R-Herriman, urges the fed-
eral government to pass a balanced 
budget amendment. 

REPEAL OF FEDERAL LAWS: HJR2, 
sponsored by Rep. David Clark, R-Santa 
Clara, calls for a constitutional conven-
tion to propose an amendment that 
would permit states to repeal federal 
laws or regulations if two-thirds of 
state legislatures vote to do so.

REPEAL 16TH AMENDMENT: HJR20, 
sponsored by Rep. Carl Wimmer, R-
Herriman, urges the U.S. Congress to 
repeal the 16th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution, which authorizes 
the federal government to collect a 
federal income.

FEDERAL LAW EVALUATION: HB76, 
sponsored by Rep. Ken Ivory, R-Sanday, 
authorizes the Constitutional Defense 
Council to evaluate and respond to 
federal law, tasking the council with 
discussing challenging federal laws 
considered unconstitutional.

By David DeMille
ddemille@thespectrum.com

ST. GEORGE — A Utah House 
committee passed a resolution 
Wednesday urging the U.S. Congress to 
pass a balanced budget amendment, the 
latest in a series of measures lawmakers 
are pursuing in an effort to voice 
concerns with the federal government.

The committee approved the 
resolution 8-2, pushing for the state to 
put its support behind a movement to 
curb federal spending.

The committee amended some 
language members deemed offensive, 
but the bill’s sponsor, Herriman 
Republican Rep. Carl Wimmer, fought 
to keep phrases like one saying Congress 
is spending the nation “into financial 
oblivion.”

“I don’t think now is the time to be 
timid,” he said. “I think now is the time 
to be bold. I don’t think now is the time 
to be afraid of offending those who stand 
in need of being offended.”

A number of lawmakers agree about 
being bold this year. So-called “message 
bills,” meant to voice support for a 
position without actually affecting public 
policy, have gained steam in the last two 
years, as the state’s mostly Republican 
Legislature butts heads with a federal 
government controlled by Democrats.

When Gov. Gary Herbert gave 
his State of the State address before 
the Legislature last week, the loudest 

HB219 aims to name a state gun and 
honor a Utah gunmaker. 

HB210 proposes allowing the humane 
killing of feral cats.

SJR1 would give state legislators au-
thority over public school curriculum.

Lawmakers use unique   
system to put forth ideas, 
support major issues

SEE BILLS ON A5

By Nur Kausar
nkausar@thespectrum.com

CEDAR CITY — Before the Bureau of 
Land Management fills a deep pit on BLM 
land near Parowan Gap where a dog named 
Buster fell last week, the local bureau’s 
archaeologist has requested a study.

“I proposed the project to a team 
immediately, but one of our archaeologists 
said the pit may have some cultural 
resource value because it may have been 
dug by Spanish explorers,” said BLM 
Minerals Specialist Ed Ginouves. “It may 
be a more recent issue, not historical, but 
he will follow up on it.”

Bill Lund with the Utah Geological 
Survey contacted Ginouves about the pit 
after Buster fell in and Iron County Search 
and Rescue was called to pull the dog out.

“It’s right next to a dirt road and 
concealed by some bushes, just waiting 
to swallow up an ATV,” Lund wrote to 
Ginouves about the incident.

Initially, public safety officials thought 
the pit was an old mineshaft, but Ginouves, 
who had no prior knowledge of the pit, said 
surface geologic formations or mineral 

A pit west of Parowan is being researched 
for historical value, following the rescue 
of a dog that fell in the pit last week. BLM 
officials said there could be a Spanish 
explorer connection. NUR KAUSAR / DAILY NEWS

Dog’s fall 
leads BLM 
to research 
value of pit

SEE PIT ON A5

City council approves infrastructure upgrade costs
By Nur Kausar
nkausar@thespectrum.com

CEDAR CITY — During an 
action meeting Wednesday, the 
Cedar City Council agreed to 
fund infrastructure upgrades with 
revenue and inter-fund bonds, as 
presented by Mayor Joe Burgess 
at the last meeting.

Upgrades to water lines would 
cost $5 million, sewer $1 million 
and storm drain $870,000, 
according to the proposal. 
Burgess said the water bonds are 
scheduled to be sold at the end of 
the month.

Also during the action meeting, 
the city council received a report 
on the golf course from course 
manager John Evans, who said 
revenues were low because of the 
winter season, but were expected 

to increase starting in May.
Evans’ main concern, however, 

is the continued presence of the 
Utah Prairie Dog on the course, 
which he said affects golfers 
greatly.

“It’s breaking my heart because 
we could have a great golf course 
if it weren’t for the prairie dogs,” 
he said. “We’d be nationally 
ranked.”

Evans said the city has 
approximately 800 takes this year, 
but annually is only able to trap 
400. The course has 1,600 dogs, 
he added.

“It’s not maintainable at all 
right now,” Evans continued, 
adding he is working with the 
proper agencies to permanently 
remove dogs from the highest 
use areas.

During public comment, 
resident Evan Ludwig asked if the 
city would be taking responsibility 
for the Frontier Homestead 
Museum, which has been named 
one of four museums by the state 
auditor that the Utah Legislature 
should consider shutting down 
because of consistently low 
revenue.

Councilwoman Georgia Beth 
Thompson said local legislators 
have been made aware of the 
city’s concerns, and Burgess 
added the museum director is not 
going to worry until some action 
is announced by the state.

Before a work meeting, also 
Wednesday, Public Works 
Director Rick Holman made the 
council aware of a fire suppression 
line at the Cedar City Airport 
that burst at 2 a.m. Wednesday 
morning because of freezing 

SEE COUNCIL ON A5

BurgessThompson
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applause came when he 
said, “we are a state, not a 
colony,” and that he would 
stand up against federal 
encroachment.

A number of items 
considered message bills 
are under consideration, 
i n c l u d i n g  a n o t h e r 
resolution from Wimmer 
that urges Congress 
to repeal the 16th 
Amendment to the U.S. 
Const itut ion,  which 
authorizes the federal 
government to collect a 
federal income tax.

Rep. David Clark, R-
Santa Clara, is making a 
statement by calling for a 
constitutional convention 
to propose an amendment 
that would permit states 
to repeal federal laws or 
regulations if two-thirds of 
state legislatures vote to do 
so. Other bills addressing 
a variety of proposals 
from immigration to 
designating a state gun 
have made powerful 
political statements.

The practice has 
concerned some residents 
who believe it is a waste to 

spend time on bills that do 
nothing but make a point, 
especially for part-time 
lawmakers who only have 
45 days during the regular 
session to handle all of the 
state’s business.

“They don’t do anything, 
they don’t mean anything,” 
said Todd Taylor, executive 
director of the Utah 
Democratic Party.

Taylor said he believes 
legislators have a right 

to an opinion, but he 
has mixed feelings about 
message bills because there 
are serious problems faced 
by the state.

Neil Walter, managing 
director of NAI Utah 
Southern Region and 
a recent Republican 
candidate for Congress, 
said message bills provide 
a valuable platform from 
which to make strong 
statements.

“The squeaky wheel 
gets the grease,” he said. 
“If nobody’s squeaking 
about it, nothing will ever 
happen.”

Wa l t e r  s a i d  h e 
understands the concerns 
about time, but “I do think 
there is a tremendous 
amount of value in 
communicating decisively 
not just what one person 
thinks but what the 
collective representatives 
of a state think.”

“It’s just a stronger 
statement than me writing 
a letter to a congressman,” 
he said.

resurfacing did not indicate 
mining occurred in the area.

“It’s an anomaly, and that’s 
what gives it some credibil-
ity to the Spanish explorer 
connection,” Ginouves said, 
adding the hole is in proxim-
ity to the Old Spanish Trail.

The minerals specialist 
said artifacts have also been 
found in the region west of 
Parowan. 

Buster’s owner Bob Giles 
hikes through the red hills 
around the Gap often and 

took Lund and another UGS 
associate with him that day 
to look for unique areas in 
the earth, specifically any-
thing fissure-caused. 

Giles said he has seen ar-
tifacts, pictographs and even 
similar pits as the one un-
der investigation, but the 
area does not have signs or 
fenced areas to explain his-
toric significance. 

Ginouves said if archaeo-
logical reports show cultural 
value, the BLM would create 
a boundary or fence to give 
people “a heads-up” in case 
they are hiking or riding an 
all-terrain vehicle, which is 

just the right size to fall into 
the pit.

Otherwise, the most cost-
effective plan is to fill the 
hole with on-site material, he 
said.

“Signing could be benefi-
cial (in the interim), but is a 
mixed blessing because they 
tend to draw more attention, 
and some who didn’t know 
the hole was there would 
now stop and get out to look 
at it,” Ginouves said about 
putting up a boundary. “And 
for anyone who has been to 
the site, once you start to de-
scend, you’re on a one-way 
trip down to the bottom.”

Public safety officials get ready to save a dog that fell in a 30-foot-deep pit Jan. 
26. Following the incident, BLM archaeologists are studying the pit for possible 
historical value and are considering its proximity to old trails. NUR KAUSAR / DAILY NEWS
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By Kevin Jenkins
kevin@thespectrum.com

ST. GEORGE — A Las 
Vegas man accused of 
criminal negligence in a 
fatal Interstate 15 accident 
pleaded guilty to a misde-
meanor charge of negligent 
homicide Wednesday in 
a plea agreement that se-
cured his release from jail.

Brandon Todd Arduino, 
47, entered the plea a little 
more than a week before 
he was scheduled to receive 
a jury trial on a charge re-
lated to the single-vehicle 
crash that killed his teenage 
son in September 2009.

Arduino pleaded not 
guilty after he was initially 
charged with felony auto-
mobile homicide and dis-
tribution of a controlled 
substance. He was accused 
of driving under the influ-
ence of a large quantity of 
pain medications allegedly 
found in the vehicle after 
the crash.

The misdemeanor he 
pleaded guilty to is the 
fourth change prosecutors 
made to the charges as they 
have weighed the chal-
lenges of convincing a jury.

“A lot of evaluation went 
into it. It wasn’t a quick de-
cision,” Deputy County 

A t t o r n e y 
Eric Gentry 
said.

Utah law 
allows up to 
a year in jail 
for a Class-
A misde-
m e a n o r 

sentence. Under the plea 
agreement, Arduino was 
given credit for the 16

1
⁄2 

months he has spent in jail 
during the prosecution of 
the case and was ordered 
released by Judge James 
Shumate.

Arduino nearly backed 
out of the agreement 
in court, however, after 
Gentry commented that his 
driver’s license will likely 
be revoked as a result of the 
guilty plea.

Following a delay of 
more than an hour to re-
view the regulations, 
Arduino returned to 
court and completed the 
agreement.

S hu m at e  a l l owe d 
Arduino to enter an Alford 
plea, meaning the defen-
dant can plead guilty to 
the charge without admit-
ting guilt in relation to the 
evidence presented by the 
prosecution.

Defense attorney Gary 

Pendleton said his client’s 
primary concern is that 
a guilty plea might lead 
the insurance company to 
deny coverage, frustrating 
efforts to pay restitution to 
the boy’s mother, Melody 
Boggs, who is still pursu-
ing a civil lawsuit against 
Arduino in Las Vegas re-
lated to the tragedy.

Boggs said she has been 
troubled by what she be-
lieves is a lack of remorse 
by Arduino.

“If he even showed any 
concern, it wouldn’t be as 
bad,” she said. 

Shumate addressed 
Boggs during the hearing, 
offering his sympathy with 
a measure of resignation.

“I wish I could make it 
better,” the judge said. “In 
all honesty, everything that 
happened on the night of 
Sept. 23, 2009, happened 
then. There’s nothing we 
can do now to make it 
better.”

At the time the crash 
occurred, Arduino was re-
turning to Las Vegas after 
appearing at a Cedar City 
court hearing on a drug 
distribution charge.

A two-day jury trial in 
that case is scheduled next 
month in Cedar City.

Man pleads guilty 
in plea agreement

Arduino
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temperatures. The leaking 
line caused water to enter 
the main lobby of the 
airport and the area just 
outside the main building.

Holman said the Cedar 
City Fire Department 
responded immediately, 
as did the airport crew, 
and cleared the water and 
pipes efficiently.

Holman also said the 
airport manager worked 
with TSA and SkyWest to 
ensure passengers made it 
safely to their destinations, 

and “business has gone on 
as usual.” 

The city council also 
held a public hearing to 
go over changes made to 
the fiscal year 2010-11 
budget, with the biggest 
expenditure increases 
being airport operations, 
A q u a t i c  C e n t e r 
construct ion, a irport 
construction and ball park 
complex construction.

When asked about a 
large decrease in Coal 
Creek  cons t r uc t ion 
expenditures ,  which 
went from $2.8 million 
to $424,000, Financial 

Director Jace Bunting said 
the $2 million had been 
expected from the federal 
government, but he was 
unsure if Cedar City would 
still receive the money 
because Sen. Bob Bennett 
is no longer in office. The 
money in that specific 
budget is what the city had 
allocated previously.

At the council’s next 
meeting discussion will 
be held on appointing 
Steve Wood to a seat on 
the Central Iron County 
Water  C onser va nc y 
District. He will replace 
Dale Brinkerhoff.

COUNCIL
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Rep. Carl Wimmer,  
R-Herriman, tries to get  
support for his bill for a 
Utah state gun  during 
a celebration of John M. 
Browning Day in front of 
the Utah Capitol on Jan. 
24. SCOTT SOMMERDORF  / AP
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“Varied Voice Selections”..………..Nate Myers  

     

“Songs for My Valentine”….…….Sally Hinton    

“My Favorites”.…………………Patricia Ford 

“A Little of Everything”..Paula Vance, Harpist     

 FEBRUARY PERFORMANCES

All programs are free and begin at 12 noon in the bank’s Great Room 

4th

11th

18th

25th

The Bureau of Land Management and Western Area Power Administration
are hosting an open house, so the public can review the proposed

TransWest Express Transmission Project. 
Federal agencies and the project proponent, TransWest Express LLC, will share project information at the 
open house as part of the public scoping process. The public scoping process allows BLM and Western 

to gather input on resources, issues and information that may be used and addressed
in the project’s environmental analysis.

Monday, February 14, 2011, 4-7 p.m.
Richfield High School
510 West 100 South
Richfield, Utah

Tuesday, February 15, 2011, 4-7 p.m.
Milford Elementary School
450 South 700 West
Milford, Utah 

Wednesday, February 16, 2011, 4-7 p.m.
Cedar City High School
703 West 600 South
Cedar City, Utah

Thursday, February 17, 2011, 4-7 p.m.
St. George Branch
Washington County Library
88 West 100 South
St. George, Utah

The TransWest Express Transmission Project is a high-voltage direct current transmission system designed
to deliver renewable energy from central Wyoming to western power users. The proposed route crosses multiple

counties in Wyoming, Colorado, Utah and Nevada. For more information about other scoping meetings visit:
http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/info/NEPA/documents/hdd/transwest.html.
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